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THREE UM SENIORS TAPPED FOR 
ALUMNI AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
MISSOULA—
Three University of Montana seniors have each received a $250 Alumni Association 
Award of Excellence. The awards are given each year to "worthy students who have 
excelled beyond their academic pursuits and whose achievements are judged to be a 
credit to the University and the state."
The 1980 recipients are Beth Ammons, daughter of Dr. Robert and Dr. Carol Ammons, 
Missoula; John Crist, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roger Crist, Deer Lodge; and Jill Fleming, 
daughter of Mike and Billie Fleming, Livingston.
They were chosen from outstanding students nominated by UM administrators, faculty, 
staff and students. The other finalists were Christine Brummer, Chi nook; Edward 
Cerkovnik, Great Falls; Walter Congdon, Marcia Rundle and Anna Whiting, all of Missoula; 
Jan Mackay-Atkins, Stevensvilie; and Robin Bown, Silver Spring, Md.
"Minimum qualifications for the award include a 3.0 (B) grade-point average and 
evidence of public service and/or extracurricular activities," according to Deanna W. 
Sheriff, executive director of the UM Alumni Association.
Ammons, a chemistry major, chaired her department's Student Evaluation Committee 
this year and served as student representative on the Faculty Evaluation Committee.
She plays intramural and city volleyball and softball, belongs to the Missoula Bike 
Club, and helped organize the UM women's swimming team.
With support of a Watkins Scholarship, she had done research on vacuum ultraviolet 
spectroscopy and has demonstrated operation of the spectroscope to sixth graders at 
Paxson School. She has judged the St. Anthony (now St. Joseph) School science fair for 
four years. In 1978, as a public service, she conducted a study of the levels of metals
in the sludge from the Missoula Sewage Plant and described this work in a paper
presented in 1979 to the Montana Academy of Science.
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Crist, also a Watkins Scholar, was the philosophy faculty's unanimous choice 
as their nominee for the award. He has been active in UM Advocates, a group that 
assists in recruiting and renders other service to the University. In 1977 he served 
on the Program Review Task Force and the ASUM Ad Hoc Committee to Find Alternatives 
to Faculty Cuts. He has also been a member of the UM Homecoming Committee, UM Days
Steering' Committee and the University Outreach Committee.
The senior honor student in philosophy is a member of Silent Sentinel, senior
service honorary, and the Philosophy Club.
Fleming, an English major, is also a member of Silent Sentinel as well 
as Mortar Board, a senior honor society. Like Crist, she has been an Advocates 
coordinator. As a freshman, she played junior varsity basketball, and she has been 
active in intramural sports since. She has been a coaching assistant in women's 
basketball at Loyola-Sacred Heart High School and in women's track at Hell gate High 
School.
For the past three years, Fleming has held offices in Kappa Alpha Theta social 
sorority. She serves as a reader and in other capacities at Christ the King Church.
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